THE STORY OF A RAID

made, I got my rifle back and a camel in place of the one
they had taken from me - but not my dagger/ (A most
unusual course, as there is no restitution between tribes
traditionally hostile, and peace follows the usual formula of,
The past be past.')

'But/ continued Kilthut, 'this Sa'ar party were themselves
to be overtaken by misfortune. They moved on eastwards
and came upon a Mahri and his wife and a single camel;
they slew the man and took the camel, but when they had
reached Manahil country they were caught by a large
raiding party of Bait Kathir and Mahra and their shaikh
was killed and they turned and fled in confusion, their
booty falling into the hands of Bin Tannaf.'1

1 Bin Tannaf is the hereditary tide of the shaikh of the Manahil tribe.
The present holder is one of the most famous of leaders of the raid. The
leader has always the perquisite of two or three of the best camels taken,
otherwise there is equal division of the spoil as in I Samuel xxx. 25.
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